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My Dear Brethren, 


FT ER the ſolemn dedication of your- 
A ſelves to the work of the-miniſtry, and 
your having this ſacred truſt commit- 
ted to you, with the impoſition of hands, the 
ſervice to which I am appointed is to direct 
ſome advices to you, and the people of your 
paſtoral care, | 
I am conſcious of my own unfitnes to do 
this, ſuitable to ſuch an important occafion ; and 
yet, being fully perſuaded how neceſſary it is, 
to raiſe in your minds a becoming ſenſe of the 
obligations of the miniſterial charaſter, I have 
not declined it; deſiring, if in any thing I 
ſhould be miſtaken, you will correct the er- 
* and preach the remainder to your own 
ouls, y 
Many apoſtolical rules, to regulate your 


conduct maintain your character, and adorn. - 


your profeſſion, you will find in the Apoſtle 
Paul's epiſtles to Timothy, and Titus, give 
ꝗ 2 your- 
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WW The Exhortation. 
yourſelves to the careful reading, and ſtudying 
theſe; for in doing as theſe direct, you wil 
approve yourſelves workmen, who need not to be 
aſhamed; and come to your people in the ful. 
nes of the bleſſing of the goſpel of Chriſt, * 
The following particulars, I apprehend, are 
of great importance, both to the honour, and 
uſctulnes of your office, and therefore would 
recommend, and give them in charge to your 
and my own foul. Theſe I will reduce to 
three general heads, viz. what is neceſlary to 
your being 


I. Able, 
II. Faithful, 
III. Uſeful miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt. 


I begin with the Firſt, What is neceſ⸗ 
fary to your being Able miniſters of Jeſus 
Chriſt ? This I apprehend implies in it, 

1. A competent knowledge of the great 
truths of chriſtianity. | 

It is an apoſtolical direction. A biſhop muſt 
be apt to teach. © The principal concern of a 
goſpel minifter is to inſtruct mankind in the 
method of ſalvation, the unerring wiſdom of 
God has ſeen fit to preſcribe in the goſpel; 
but how ſhall one ignorant of theſe important 
articles be a proper inſtructor of others? He, 
who is ignorant in philoſophy, mathematics, 
or even in any common art, muſt be utterly 
unfit to be a tutor, in theſe ſciences, to others: 


and 


* 2. Tim, il, 15. d Rom. XV, 29, E I Tim. ili. 2. 
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The Exhortation. - & 
ying and why muſt chriſtianity 'be treated as infe- 
will W rior to theſe, in its dignity and importance? 
tobe MW Strange! that in the ſenate, or at the bar, 
ful. a noiſy ignorance ſhould be univerſally con- 
l demned, and yet be admired by any in the 


are pulpit. l / * 
This propoſition is ſo evident as to need no + 


T att 


and 

ould MW proof. The greateſt difficulty is to ſettle the 
our degree of knowledge which a miniſter ſhould 
to have; becauſe particular circumſtances may 
y to make a very conſiderable alteration : that may 


be a good furniture in a ſtate of general igno- 
rance, Which will not be thought ſufficient in 
times of greater light: it may alſo be a com- 
petent qualification for a miniſter, who preaches 
to a common congregation of illiterate chri- 
ſtians, which would not be allowed in a more 
learned, and polite auditory. I humbly appre- 
hend, ſome acquaintance with the original lan- 
guage of the new teſtament is highly proper, 
I do not mean a critical exactnes, though this 
is of excellent uſe, and in many caſes neceſſary; 
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uſt but IJ mean ſo much acquaintance with it, as 
will affiſt the miniſter to come into the mean- 
he ing of the words made uſe of, by the inſpired 
of authors; and as may enable him to conſult pro- 
l; per authorities. 

nt I am very ſenſible ſome decry human learn- 
lc, ing, as unneceſſary ; but then I would obſerve 
2 it is done by thoſe, who have none. If it is 


bed, the ſpirit of God needs no man's learning; 
with much greater propriety may it be ſaid, 
he needs no man's ignorance, Sure I am, this is 

more 
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6 The Exhortation. 
more neceſſary in the preſent age, when the 
generality are more learned than in ages paſt, 
when chriſtianity itſelf is attacked with the 
greateſt violence, and ſubtlety of arguing ; and 
when the people form higher expectations of 
their miniſters ability in facred literature, 

By the great truths of chriſtianity I would 
be underſtood to mean, principally, thoſe im- 
portant articles both of faith, and duty which 
are revealed to us in the holy Scriptures ; and 
which, by the unaſſiſted reaſonings of our own 
minds, we neyer could have had the knoy- 
ledge of ; ſach as the dignity, and divinity of 
Chriſt; the doctrine of his incarnation ; the 
neceſſity, and ſufficiency of his mediation ; the 
ſtanding influences of the holy ſpirit, as neceſſary 
to the beginning, progreſs, and- finiſhing the di- 
vine life ; the exceeding great and precious pro- 
miſes of the goſpel ; its awful threatenings ; and 
its holy, wiſe, juſt, and good commands: and 
as the future judgment, and the final ſtate of 
rewards, and puniſhments are brought to light 
in the goſpel, ſo obedience to all the precepts of 
piety and morality ſhould, I apprehend, be en- 
forced from theſe motives; for though the 
reaſonablenes of theſe precepts may be undoubt- 
edly ſupported, from the light of nature, and 


the fitnes and propriety, of a uniform obedience 


40 them, may be argued from the nature, and 
reaſon of things; yet the chriſtian miniſter 


ſhould inculcate the reaſonablenes, of ſuch a 


regular conformity, from the expreſs commands 
of Chriſt, 7 


The 6 7 


The bible is the great truſt, which this day 
has been committed to you, be converſant about 
» momentous articles of truth, and the terms 


der to go on with your work with propriety, 
and ſucceſs. Herein — your -l ofiting and im- 
proyement appear to Though your pre- 

ſent furniture 1s — oO yet I perſuade 
myſelf you do not think, you have already at- 
tained to ſuch ability for — miniſtry, as to 
reader all after improvements unneceſſary. The 
greateſt excellencies of light and grace will not 
be too much, to diſc 
miniſterial office well, Suffer me therefore to 
intreat you to be daily triming and ng 
your lamps, Without ſtudy, and a continu 
care, the beſt furniſhed mind will leſſen, if 
not quite looſe its ſtock of knowledge. 


it a capacity to explain thoſe truths to others. 
do not mean adorning a diſcourſe, or the 
poliſhing, and embeliſhing it according to the 
moſt exact rules of art: but I underſtand by 
it a copia, or ſtock of apt words clearly to ex- 
preſs, and convey your meaning to the under- 
ſtanding of others. 

He, who forms the cleareſt notions of things 
in his own mind, - but is not able to convey 
them to the underſtanding of his audience, can 
have no good talent for inſtruction, How ſhould 
any be one whit the wiſer by attending on 
thoſe miniſtrations, the meaning of which is 
not 
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of acceptance with God contained in it, in or- 


the duties of the 


2. This miniſterial ability further implies in 


8 The Exhortation. 
not to be comprehended? Petmit me there, 
fore to adviſe you, in all your ſermons, your 
prayers, and in every part of your work to 
make your addreſſes to the underſtanding of 
your people, in the cleareſt, and warmeſt man- 
ner: becauſe the paſſions are then properly ex- 
cited, when the underſtanding leads the way. 
Be as plain and as practical as you can. Guard 
againſt being unintelligible, and myſterious on 
the one hand, and! a mean low -compoſition 
on the. other. Vour buſines is to make men 
wiſer, and better, more uſeful in this world, 
and more fit for another, the heavenly ſtate; 
but how can the body of Chriſt be edified, by 
miniſtrations not to be underſtood?ꝰ 
Ini the courſe of your miniſtry you will meet 
with a variety of capacities. All have not the 
ſame compaſs of thought: ſome will perceive 
the evidences of truth much ſooner than others 
In the Chriſtian- ſchool there are ſeveral claſſes: 
ſome are babes in Chriſt, others are grown up 
to a greater maturity. It is therefore a very 
conſiderable part of miniſterial ability, to ſuit 
inſtructions to the capacities of each class. 
Would it not be very prepoſterous for a tutor 
in the mathematics, to make no diſtine- 
tion between his pupils; but to-read conſtantly, 
| ITO a the. abſtruſer parts to all, 
even to thoſe who. know not the fundamen- 
tals of the ſcience, thoſe definitions, axioms, 
and poſtulates on which it depends, and with- 
out which the truth of the propoſitions r 
cou 


* Eph, iv. 12. t Cor. iii. 1, 2, 


The Exliortation. 9 
could not be perceived? or ſnould a maſter be 
always teaching the alphabet of a language, and 
go no farther, would his ſcholar ever learn the 
language? And is it not equally irrational for a 
miniſter of the goſpel, to teach every one, 1n 
the ſame manner, without ſtudying to adapt 
both his thoughts and expreſſions to the capacity 
of his hearers? Or ſhould he always infiſt on 
the firſt principles of the oracles of God, * how 
can this be for the perfecting the ſaints? Both 
milk, and ſtrong meat muſt be diſtributed, in 
their ſeaſon, Herein labour to excel to the edi- 
fying the church, * Miniſters, as well as Apoſ- 
tles, though in an inferior degree, are given 
for edification. * | 
Under this head I would recommend it to 
you both,” to cloath your ſentiments, as much 
as you can, in ſcripture language. It is given 
by inſpiration of God, and is profitable for doc- 
trine and inſtruction in righteouſnes.! It is a 
noble character of Apollos, an eloquent man, 
and mighty in the ſcriptures. ® The more fa- 
miliar this is both to yourſelves, and your people, 
the better, May that Lord, who ſtands at the 
head of the miniſterial miſſion, give you wiſ- 
dom to win over ſouls to him 

3- This miniſterial ability further implies in 
it an inclination to exerciſe this 11 
I would not here be underſtood to mean, 
meerly, a deſire to ſhew a perſon's ſkill in di- 
vinity, or his acutenes in managing an argu- 
B ment; 


$ Heb. v. 12. Eph. iv. 12, 13. 1 Cor. xiv. 12. 
* 2 Cor, x, 8, 1 2 Tim. iii, 16. * Acts xviii. 24. 


10 "The Exhortation. 
ment; or compoſing a diſcourſe: but ſuch x 
communicative ws" as ariſes from a tho. 
rough conviction — — - „and im. 
nce of Scripture-know an _ e# 
porn of ſonls. This is e far 
impertinent talkative di * e ace 
ſeriouſnes, or prudence, which only ſerves to 
render religion nauſeous, and. diſtaſteful to 
others. as: 

Some who have a great 8 of knowledge, 
and excellent abilities to teach, yet are ſo re- 
tired, that they too much conüne all their 
knowledge to their own breaſt. Permit me 
therefore to exhort you to be ready, on all pro- 

occaſions, out of your. treaſure to bring 
forth knowledge, that may be uſeful to the {buls 
of the people, who have entruſted the paſtoral 
care of them to your charge. Be inſtant in 
ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon, reproving, ieboking 
and inſtructing with all -patience. * * 

In your paſtoral care there will ariſe a vari- 
ety of caſes, which will require all the help ſou 
can give them both by publick, and peivied in 
ſtruction. Many ferious chriſtian, glad to be 
informed in their duty and affiſted i in difficulties 
may be of a baſhful diſpoſition, and,” in conſe- 
quence of it, be either aſhamed,” or afraid to 
ſpeak out all their mind, theſe ſhould de ch 
coyraged, by all the engaging methods of free- 
dom, and friendſhip ; by placing their duty be- 
fore them, in an eafie light; and by laying th: 


- great encouragemnents of the goſpel open fo 6 the 
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The Exhorfation. xx, 
new, in the moſt tender, and compaſſionate 
manner; others may be betrayed into the moſt 
deſtructive errors both of grace and duty, theſe 
ne to be convinced, by ſetting the plaineſt evi- 
dences of wrath Fefors them with the moſt per- 
ſuaſive gentlenes, and affectionate concern. 
Thus much ſhall ſuffice to be ſaid on the 
firſt head, what is neceſſary to your being, able 
miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt. N SS 


I proceed, to the conſideration of the Second, 
what is neceſſary to your being, faithful 
miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, 


This refers to a truſt committed to you. 
The miniſterial office is ſuch, and conſequently 
requires fidelity, in the diſcharge of every 
part of it, "Hers this head T would recom- 
mend the fo owing things, to your moſt ſeri- 
ous attention. 5 

1. Be faithful in your inquiries, what the 
will of your great Pp and maſter is. 

. You have, before many witneſſes, profeſſed 
the diyine inſpix tion, and authority of the ho- * 
ly friptures. "This, is your treaſure ; from 

i Ide 33th ys” 7 

theſe you, are to derive, your knowledge; on 
theſe to build your By and form your 
practice. . Tbeſe are your proper and ſuffici- 
ent directory, as well as the grand charter of 
all your hopes, and conſequently able to fur- 
ih you to eyery good word and work ;* and 
to make you wiſe to ſalvation . 

32 Take 


y 2 Tim. ili. 15. 
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2 Tim, iii. 17. 
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fn thatters of e, e your mai. 
ter e Joe Chin aſthe auther and Hniſher 
of the chräſtlatt faith, the alone Head dd Lord 
of tits church oft 07 nONETeONNS? ty 
"EM yourſves-under"'tio banner, but that 
of the great” captain of 'y6tir Salvation? No 
man, not any body of men, however venen- 
ble therr names, Have any the to make articles 
1 faith,” or terms of communion, and then to 
impoſe them on you. Jeſus we know, and 
Paul we know, but who are theſe? Who is 
Calvi? wh | is Luther? who is Baxter? who 
is Owen? Theſe were eminent ſetvants of God, 
dad ABer natmes are deſervedly'qworthy'of ho- 
nour th the Church 6f Chiiſt: but then æhey are 
only *follsw*fervatits of the 'ſarie:T;ord'y7 mor 
57 they any dominion overbeu,H,Vfnith, but 
helpers of our Joy. hal 'Steathly adhert tolthe 
form of 1 * 1 contained in the —— 
volume! Receive ever y th * 
Tord Has'left it. In eve hon e ut mini- 
ſity take your orders from Mn -UiNeations, and 
from-tibne elſe; unleß you ds: b Y great 
dilhori6tr” bim, and get cuntet td vdr com 
miſſion. The bible is the only ſyſtem of id; 
vinity to be depended upon, as year Finfallibl 
guide; by its deciſtons you! maſt adide. Re- 
ceive no maxims In teligion, upon the mere 


authority 
Mat. ai. 8, 9, 10. Heb. xii. 2. f Heb, ii. 10. 
Acts 1 2 Cor. i. 24. 


The Exhortation. 13 
zuthotity of the moſt venerable uninſpired 
councils or aſſemblies. It is commended, as a 
noble ſpirit in the Bereans, that they would 
ſearch the ſcriptures, and bring the doctrines, 
even of an Apoſtle, to that teſt, Whatever ap- 
pears to be your maſter's will, how great ſoever 
your temptation to the contrary may be, ac- 


men, the gaining applauſe, or bettering your 
circumſtances. in the world bias your minds. 
He who is biaſſed, by any foreign conſiderations, 
can be no friend to truth, whatever he may 
pretend. This allegiance you owe to the king 
of the chriſtian church. 

In this inquiry, there muſt be great care, 
diligence, much and fervent prayer, that you 
do not err concerning the faith.“ As in the 
epiſtles of the Apoſtle Paul, ſo in the other 
ſeriptures alſo, there are ſome things hard to 
be underſtood; but we muſt be unlearn- 
ed, and unſtable, if we wreſt theſe . to our 
own deſtruction. The inſpired writers have 
uſed great plainnes of ſpeech ; they have never 
handled the word of God deceitfully; and 
whoever. will do the will of God may know 
of the doctrine, whether it be of God. Do 


di. plication ſtudy theſe divine oracles; compare 
ible ſpiritual things with ſpiritual ;-. refuſe no aſſiſ- 
Re- WF tance neceſſary to unfold; the meaning of the 
ere WF original text, nor any pains to come at the ſen- 

| timent 


0, Acts xvii. 11, * I Tim, vi. 21, 
7 2 Pet, iii. 16. John vii. 17, 


cept with grateful minds. Let not the pleaſing 


you therefore with delight and unwearied ap- 
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ve been 
Quit no principles becauſe, the 
447 0 nor. receive any becauſe, they, are. bew; 
but ſteadily purſue the truth in the love of 
. DIY 
2. Be faithful i in deliverin the "whole « coun- 
cil of God, ſo far as you 117 learnt, or can 
underſtand ; a 
It is an apoſtolical advice, take beed to your 
doctrine, ee it be ſcriptural, founded on the 
word of God, and learned thence, I do not 
mean that you ſhould not uſe reaſon, and ar- 
gument to OA what you gil nor 0 > 
fore your . people, the principles 1 75 Fae rel. 
gion, which are prececanecus to the ſcripture 
5 7 0 4 in it, and r ; great 
from it; but what mean is, that you 
8 dance no neceſlary 1 in ue 
72 are, not. n e made ſo, in the ward 
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The Exhortation. 15 
of God. This will Teo wand har " holy re- 


jon, wo 4 wiſe and rational heme 
1555 codon pee 45 ben ry 


he 6e = gat Mc a dnl, "he by 
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ae and admit of no adulteration, or 
impure mixture. © Oar religion always appears 
wy in jts own native dreſs. It no 
artificial to make it lovely. K hep 22 * 
What Enowledge — have collected from 
the ſacred writings, n for your people 
to know, clearly lay before them, otherwiſe you 
will be onfaithful to them, and undutiful to 
your ſupreme Lord; I fay neceſſary, becauſe 1 
do not think it to be the proper buſines of the 
pulpit to. entertain the audience with matters 
of pure Rattan c of meer” cyriofity; or 
to trifle "away tho , 'boats, Winch höuld be 
ſacted t devotion, and fauler he en 
in their way to "Beavers in drawing u Ip ines 
efunneceſlar controverſie, of political difpyites, 
which fe Bet ett H this Bitterelt ſtriſe, n 
confuſion, Be zealous for truth, wa your 


zeal be proportioned ig the itn pottar 
Strive not about Wards t to. no profit, b. d not 
afer hit,“ Let al be hel il d bal. 
ance of "the ſanctuary, Faye rech rſe to the 
Law, and to the teſtimony; and "whatever 
is according to that” ſtandard impreſs upon 
the minds of your people, This is your 
beſt 
Cal. ii. 8. 


2 Tim. ii. 14. 
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to want any aſſiſtance you can give them by 

3 8 your admonitions, your prayers, 
ith great compaſſion bind 

2 1 the hare. doth x. 

of the trembling chriſtian——Speak Wl ©, - 

to ſerious troubled — by leading them I in be 

to the never failing mercies of God, through " 

the mediation of the dear redeemer direct Il ce 


the humble inquirerrelieve the believing ce 
penitent, by explaining the terms of the got- _ 
pel covenant, and opening the nature of that but if 
| remedial law and fuccour the ores 
i Have a ſpecial eye over the young ones the I pre 


flock to train them up in the nurture and ad- 2 
preſer 


monition of the » * that there may be a 


comfortable | of a ſucceſſion of eminent the re 
chriſtians, when the old diſciples ſhall be called 


home to receive their reward. With all ten- III 


derneſs of ſpirit affiſt, and encourage the aged 

ſaint, under the many infirmities of age 2 

the decline of life to a perſevering conſtancy, 

from the proſpect of the crown of righteouſ- 

nes juſt at hand. Reprove with a ficady | 

firmnes of mind all manner of wickednes, 11 
and 

James i. 25. Cap. ii, 12. 1 Eph, vi. 4 


and 11 
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The Exhorgrion 17 
ind herein have no undue re pect to perſons; nor 
countenance n in any : * ſhew the: warmeſt 


concern for the hagour of of your mater, d the 
Salvation of” Souls. _ | 2 n 


In all yr g be ſolicitous that an 
ways of Ge de not repfbached. The ir 
larities, and ſcan dals of profeſigrs refle& 1 
diſhonout of the profefiion itſelf,” and Ace i 
to contempt. © The” name and intereſt” of our 
bleſſed maſter greatly ſuffers through the miſ- 
carriages of lis ſervants; the Kingdom and in- 
tereſt of the prince of darkneſs gathers ſtrength, 
and by it is enlarged ; finners' 25 countenanced 
in their 1 7575 and vertue treated with a ſneer, 
2s a meer ypocritical 1 And a folemn 
peice of mockery. Try all pradent methods 
to bring back the diſobedient to the wiſtom of 
the juſt; if they return, joyfully recęive them: 
but if after all methods attempted, your endeal 
yours are * Frulttles, and unluckrgfaß 1 hurnbly 
apprehebd, it 18 A right veſted in ever focie 
to exclude ther their communion, and the 
preſerye the 1870 'of goſpel "ordinances, 200 
the reputation of e chutgh of Chriſt” | _— 8 
III. This brings me 0 ihe Tale 100 

place to lay forme things before Joo, which 

appear to me highly neceſſary to your 
being uſeful miniſters, in the chn ren "of 
jet Sgt — | 


8 1 — 1 9 1 - 


A cow nt 


The glory of G0 in the alben of precious, 


and immortal Souls is to be your governing mo- 
tive 
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tive in your entering upon, and going on in your {W celigic 
miniſtry. This is the principle, you have now all fu 
ſolemly declared, you act upon, and fervent pray. Wl fare d 
ers have been put up to God for ſucceſs in your WI have 
work: now that you may proceed herein with W 
this hope I intreat, I beſeech, I charge you law, 
in the bowels of Jeſus, your and my Lord, are d 

1. That you look well to the ſtate of your man) 
own fouls, _ rupte 
There is a neceſſity of perſonal holines in a Prop! 
goſpel miniſter, leaſt after all he ſhould be baſe 
eternally caſt away, Let your public mini- have 
ſtrations be what they will without this you {MW tial i 


cannot be ſaved. The fame rule of righte- W teact 
ouſnes is to be as ſtrictly, if not more Ta m. 
ftritly, obſerved by you, as by thoſe to that 
whom you minifter. This was the charge doſt 
the Apoſtle Paul gave to Timothy : take heed T 
to thy ſelf, that thou mayeſt fave thyſelf," A wor! 
goſpel miniſter implies the chriſtian in it. How W gree: 
unfit muſt they be to be made the keepers of BW pow 


others vineyards, who take no care of their WW deli 
own ? Muſt not that miniſter ſtand- felf-con- arra 
demned, who takes upon him to direct others ever 
in the way to eternal life, and has no becom- no 1 
ing concern about this eternal life for himſelf? WW ep" 
It is not enough that your heads are well furniſh- ſtin 
ed with knowledge, your hearts muſt be under ter, 
the commanding influence of ſerious religion. like 
The comfort, and uſefulnes of your miniſtry ve- ſenſ 


ry much depnds upon it: I do not fay the vali- por! 
dity of your miniſtrations depends upon the we 
8% e- 


* 1 Tim, iv. 16. 
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religious frame and ſtate of your minds; or perhaps 


now all ſucceſs in them: yet ſurely your own wel- 
Yay- fare does, and without it Ido not ſee how you can 
your WI have any rational hopes of the divine bleſſing. 

with Woe be to the prieſts, that have violated my 


you MW law, and have profaned my holy things; that 
d, are departed out of the way, and have cauſed 
your W many to ſtumble at the law, and have cor- 
| rupted my covenant : I alſo, ſays God by his 
Prophet, will make them contemptible, and 
baſe before all the people, according as they 
have not kept my ways, but have been par- 
tial in the law, Thou which teacheſt another, 
teacheſt thou not thyſelf? Thou that preacheſt, 
2 man ſhould not ſteal, doſt thou ſteal ? Thou 
that ſayeſt a man (ſhould not commit adultery, 
doſt thou commit adultery ? * 5 

To a mind not ſuited to the miniſterial 
work, it muſt be moſt unpleaſant, and diſa- 
greeable. What pleaſure can one, under the 
power of evil habits, take either in making or 
delivering a Sermon, when in every one he is 
arraining, and condemning himſelf? When- 
ever he tells the people, that without holines 


m- no man ſhall ſee the Lord, * be muſt feel the 
if? reproaches of his own mind, and the moſt 
h- ſtinging reflections upon himſelf. Is a miniſ- 
ler ter, who has no concern about his own ſoul, 
n. W likely to impreſs an audience with a becoming 
e- ſenſe of the worth of their's, and the im- 
i- portance of eternal things? How neceſſary is it 
he we ſhould in ſome degree, be able to ſay with 


C 2 | the 


* Mal. ii. 8, 9. Rom. ii, 21, 22, 5 Heb, xii, 14, 
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the Apoſtle ; that which we have ſeen; and heard 
looked upon, taſted, and handled of the word 
of life, that declare we unto you?“ 

L infiſt not upon this, as tho' I ſuggeſted you 
had not a real principle of holines; but from a full 
conviction of the importance of it; and it's ne- 
ceſſity to your own peace, and uſeful ſet. 
tlement in the church of Chriſt. 

2. Maintain upon your minds an habitual 
ſerious ſenſe of your ordination vows. 

Theſe bind you, in a fpecial manner, to be 
as uſeful to the ſouls of men as you can; and 
to fulfil every part of your miniſtry. There 
are duties which you are obliged to perform, 


in common with all other chriſtians: but, as 


miniſters, you are ſet apart to a diſtinct ſervice; 
your perſonal dedication to this office implies 
work peculiar to the office ; you ſtand there- 
fore obliged by a double engagement, . and more 
is expected to fill up your entire character, in 
a becoming manner. Many things are referred 
to your particular prudence, care, and atten- 
tion, in conſequence of the paſtoral relation, 

in which you ſtand to your reſpective people. 
Let me therefore intreat you frequently to 
ſet the important ſolemnity of this day in your 
view: let it livein the imagination of the thoughts 
of your heart. You go on a divine errand ; you 
are to be employed to bring over ſouls to God, 
as their chief good, and their higheſt end, 
through Jeſus Chriſt ; you are ambaſſadors for 
him to a ſinning world, to prevail _ 
carts 


John i. 1. Col. iv. 1). 


The Exhortation. L - oh 
hearts to receive him in his intire character, 
through the ſanctifying power, and influence 
of the good ſpirit of God ; in' this ſervice you 
have declared your readines, your defire to be 
engaged, and he who defireth the office of a 
Biſhop, defireth a good work © for the perfec- 
ting of the ſaints; for rhe edifying of the bo- 
dy of Chrift, till we all come in the unity of 
ual the faith, and of the knowledge of the ſon 

of God, unto a perfect man, unto the meaſure 
be of the ſtature of the fulnes of Chriſt,' 


nd Let theſe tranſactions, this deſign of your mi- 
Te niſtry go along with you into the cloſet, into 
m, the pulpit, and be your delightful companion 
as in both. This will be a powerful argument to 
e; quicken you to the regular diſcharge of every 


part of your work both in public, and pri- 
vate; it will arm you againſt temptations ; 
confirm your good reſolutions; inſpire you 
with an ardent zeal, and a tender concern for 
the welfare of immortal Souls; ſupport you 
under diſcouragements; make you ſuperior to 
difficulties ; guard your conduct; arm you with 
patience to bear up under the neglect of friends, 
and reproaches of enemies ; and in all things 
A and excite you to magnify your of- 
ce.“ | 0 
3. Be very careful to walk before the flock 
in an exemplary manner. 
Live the goſpel you preach, that your con- 
verſation may be a practical comment on the 
rules 


* Tim. iii. 1. 1 Eph. iv. 12, 13. 
a Rom, xi. 13. 
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22 The Exhortation. 
rules of duty, enjoined by that law of liberty, 


Your character requires great decency, and pro- 
priety of behaviour, that your own minds 


may not be vitiated through the power, and 


prevalence of evil habits; nor your example 
lead others into thoſe practices, which are a re. 
proach to the chriſtian name. A miniſter 
careles of his own deportment; or whoſe liſe 
is a viſible contradiction to his character wil 
not only be expoſed to the ſevereſt cenſure; but 
his irregularities will render, in all probability, 


his miniſtrations contemptible: and conſequent- 


ly uſeles. There muſt be both clean hands, 
and a pure heart, » a religious frame, and tem- 
per of mind, and a e behaviour: 
both theſe are united in the chriſtian miniſters 
character, nen bus esu 
+ Under-'this head give me leave to recom- 
mend the few following things. viz. Be an ex- 
ample to the flock in humility, . 
do not mean a ſervile, cringing, abject 
ſpitit; but an undue magnifying yourſelves. 
True humility does not conſiſt in diſow ning the 
gifts, and endowments you are poſſeſſed of; 
nor in ſpeaking diſteſpectfully of holines, and 
good works, under a pretence of magnifying 
the grace of God. We are not to think of 
ourſelves more highly than wwe. ought to think; 
but to think ſoberly, according as Gad hath 
dealt to every man the meaſure of faith.“ © 


Kom. iii, 27. James i. 25. Cap. ii. 12, 
o Pſal. xxiv. 4. P Rom. xii, 3 
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ge ready to ſtoop to the meaneſt offices of 
kindneſs to do good. Eaſy of acceſs 
rmatient in hearing the pooreſt members of the 
church, when they apply for your advice, di- 
rection, and prayers in the great, and impor- 
tant affairs of their ſouls, and eternity; and 
condeſcend to their weakneſſes, and infirmities. 4 
A ſowre, moroſe, forbidding carriage will ne- 
yer procure you reſpect, and eſteem, No one 
ſhould be treated with rude nes, and inſolence; 
or with outrageous, and, indecent paſſion: in- 
ſtead of ſuch a haughty behaviour, the wiſdom 
that is from above will teach you to be affableand 
obliging; and to ſecure the affection of others | 
by all offices of frendſhip. This is am amiable 
quality which you will find very neceſſary; to 
your uſefulnes, and comfort. TY 
Further, Be an example of ſobriety and 
temperance, | 

You are in a ſpecial manner called to pu- 
rity, and vertue, No luſt ſhould: lead you 
away its captive, Senſuality is directly oppo- 
ſite to the purity, and holines of the divine 
nature, debaſes our's, has a ſpecial tenden- 
cy to extinguiſh the light of our minds, and 
renders us unfit for every ſacred and ſpiritual 
exerciſe, here on earth ; and for the world of 
perfect purity, where nothing enters that is 
either defiling or defiled, 1 | 
Be careful not to gratify fleſhly appetites, and 
affections, Uſe meats, and drinks, and recrea- 
tions too, if needful for health, and chearful- 


nes 


1 Rom, xv. 1. 
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nes in the ſervice of God, with moderation 
A ſott or a glutton makes an awkard figure 
among men, worſe among thoſe who call them. 
ſelves chriſtians, and worſt of all in miniſters, 
Loet me alſo adviſe you to watch, with ; 
cautious fear, againſt every thing that may 
have a tendency to carry you into any of theſe 
exceſſes. You are ſurrounded with many ſnares, 
the preſent age abounds with a great yariety, 
and by which a vaſt multitude of the; rifng 
generation, more eſpecially, are ruined ; by 
your example endeavour to ſecure all under 
your influence from this deſtruction, _ 
Again, in the courſe of your miniſtry you 
muſt expect to meet with injurious treatment, 
be an example both of patience, and forgivenes, 
Suffer no unbecoming reſentments, on ſuch 
occaſions, to betray you into an unſeernly be- 
haviour. Beware of a haſty, angry diſpoſition, 
Rule your own fpirit, and affert that authority 
which your reaſon, and religion ſhould main- 
tain over your paſſions, to preyent their run- 
ing out into an extreme, Fret not yourſcives 
in any wiſe to do evil; for he who is ſoon an- 
gry, dealeth fooliſhly, and he that is baſty of 
ſpirit exalteth folly, * and is like a city that is 
broken down and without walls. | 
It will argue ſuperior wiſdom to forgive in- 
juries. © This is that amiable ſpirit that runs 


through the whole new teſtament, Our bleſſed 
Lord makes it neceſſary to the chriſtian cha- 
n | racter; 


r Pal. xxxvii. 8. f Prov. xiv. 17, 29. 
Prov. xvi. 32. Cap. xxv. 28. 


the (pil 
contint 
withou 
ſon, Al 
provok 
did it. 
or unb 
govern 
lowers 
to ther 
deſpite 
lame r 

Fur 
ouſnes 

Be 
witho! 
compl 
many 
credit 
meate 
angu 
tends 


Ma 


The Exhortation.. 2 
nder; if a man bath brought his gift to the 
lar, and thete remembers; that his brother 
hath ought againſt him, he is directed, to leave 
his gift before the altar, and go his way to be re- 
-cnciled firſt to his brother, and then come and 
Mr his gift. This diſpoſition makes every 
thing eafy to our own” minds, and to all about 
u. What an eminent example have you of 
this conduct, in your great maſter ? What temp- 
ations had he to wrath, and revenge, from 
the ſpiteful reproaches, iujurious calumnies, and 
continual perſecutions of his implacable enemies, 
without any good cauſe, - and againſt all rea- 
on, and jaſtice? Vet none of this uſage could 
provoke him to one revengeful thought; nor 
lid it extort from him one peeviſh threatning 
r unbecoming word : the rule by which he 
governed himſel f, and enjoins upon all his fol- 
lowers is, bleſs them that curſe you, do good 
to them that hate you, and pray for them, Who 
deſpitefully uſe, and perſecute you. Let the 
lame mind be in you. | 
Further, be an example of gravity and ſeri- 
duſnes. eiu 2 
Be ſerious without malancholy, and chearful 
without levity. To be always dejected, and 
complaining, as is too much the practice among 
many ſerious chriſtians, is by no means for the 
gedit of out holy religion. Chriſtianity is the 
neateſt friend to a rational joy; it ſettles 
ranquility of mind upon the beſt foundation; 
tends to revive our hopes, and to make all eaſy 
D in 


Mat. v. 23, 24. Mat, v. 44. 1 Pet. iv. 1. 
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in every ſtate of life: but a giddy trifling gif. 
poſition is beneath the dignity. of your office 
and the weighty affairs you ate to tranks. 
In your converſe with your people let it ap- 
„that you have their eternal Welfate at 
. and that wiſdom's ways are ways of 


D 


pleaſantnes, and all her 


F 

hs " 

the are E 

Chriſtianity is the:;beft "infiretion in all the WI wit! 
world: as it forbids nothing but what is.crimi- let 

nal, and requires nothing but what is godd. fore 

Oace more, be an example of a, catholic ches 

Spirit: 11, „manta o nie 198 l: all 

Abhor a bigotted, cenſorious zeal for a par- fron 

ty. A narrow, and confined notion of ortho- diſp 
doxy has done as much miſchief, as bellowing W ry, 
out the church, and the temple of the Lord, MW our 
ing 
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the temple of the Lond. Be zealous for truth 
in its harmony, writh the practice of - univerſal 
righteouſnes. Meer principles, however good 
in themſelves, and wherein the mind, is quite 
paſſive, if they do not influence us to a regular, 
uniform obedience to the precepts of our hoh 
religion, are ſo far from being rewardable that 
they aggravate our guilt, and will bring on the 

ſeverer puniſnm ent. 
Let real goodnes be the meaſure of your eſ- 
teem, and friendſhip. Allow of no undue b 
ſurm iſes, and jealouſies of, others, in order to and 
raiſe an outcry, or to gain popularity by the b it 
ruin of their reputation: by ſuch ſutmiſes how W fir; 
often has real worth been traduced, while 2 crea 
worthles creature has been prefered. o you 
C | im 


K Prov. iii. 17. 
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daim a right to judge for yourſelves, allow the 
lame claim of right is due to others. There is a 
natural equity in it, and what / you cannot refuſe, 
without the of your own minds. 

Finally, be an example of =; and good 
fruits „ ite 36 

Be ready to aſſiſt the poor, and the needy 
with your — as well as with your prayers: 
let both together come up for a memotial be-. 
fore God. This is one of the eminent bran- 
ches, wherein vital religion conſiſts; it implies 
ill thoſe. offices of humanity which proceed 
from mercy; and is a temper of mind which 
| diſpoſes us, to ſympathize. with others in miſe- 
wing ty, and to a readines to give all the relief in 
our power ; ſuch as feeding the hungry, cloath- 
truth ing the nalced, viſiting the ſick, vindicating the 
verlal WY oppreſſed, comforting the afflicted, and inſtruct- 
good WF ing the ignorant. As you are to rejoice with 
quite WF them who rejoice, ſo you muſt. weep with them 
ular, WY who weep. *. Vou are to love mercy, o take a 
holy WF peculiar 'pleaſure, and delight in the exerciſe 
that W of it; this is — . in itſelf, and more 
acceptable to God, than if you could offer up, 
in ſacrifice to bim, all the beaſts of the foreſt, 
or the catile upon a thouſand hills. 

And as it is thus with reſpe& to the bodies, 
and the lower inteteſts of — * much more 
8 it ſo, in reſerence to their ſouls, to their 
ſpiritual miſerjes and dangers. To fee a poor 
creature hurrying on in his evil ways, inſenſible 

1 


Acts x. 4. Rom, xii. 15. > Micah vi. 7s 8. 
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of his ſtate: to ſee x Soul capable of eternal 
happineſs, periſhing in his fins, © muſt» draw 
forth all your bowels;” much more than any bo- 
dily wants, or greivances whatſoever. "Wha 
can make any amends ſor a loſt Soul, a Joſt God, 
and a loſt heaven? What prayers? What en- eth! 
deavours? What pains ſhould you' take to reco- de f 
ver ſuch a one, out of the hands of the de- in at 
ſiroyer? It is pulling him as a brand out of all t 
the burning. © If a man err, ſays the Apoſile, cont 
and one convert him, he who converts a fin. Il the 
ner ſhall fave a ſoul from death, ans ww a WI cbut 
multitude of ſins. l“ miſt 

This divine temper is inculcared by a vari Wl bet 
ety of precepts, and all enforced by the example W bol) 
of your deareſt Lord. How fingular his com- ] 
paſſion to the Souls of men? Even his enemies {MW hov 
felt the benefit of his mercy, and goodnes. that 
Happy would it be for the church, and world, MW tot 


if there was more of this ſpirit among us! ary 
Thus let me beſeech you to be an _ to of 
the flock. ner 


4. Another thing, highly Ty to your WW tive 
uſefulnes, is fervent prayer. | 
Your furniture, and your ſucceſs muſt come by 
from the father of light, and the God of all ex] 
grace, In all your inquiries, what” the wil Is 1 
of your great Lord and Maſter is, direct a prayer cee 
to him, who has promiſed to give ae to thi 
them that aſk it; there muſt be an internal up 
illumination, as well as an external revelation. 
How often do you find the deyout Pſalmiſt 
going 


c Zach, w. 2. * James v. 19, 20. . nt by 


'The'Exhortation. 29 
ing to God, on this errand? ſt way 
ſtates ; open my eyes; give me underſtand- 
ing; 9 a me thy Er and knowledge. f 
God is near to all who call upon him, to all 
who call upon him in truth; and who teach- 
eth like him, * ſo clearly,” fo ſpeedily? Tho 
the ſpirit of truth was promiſed to the Apoſtles, 
in an extraordinary manner,” to lead them into 
all truth; * yet, I apprehend, there is alſo a 
continued influence of the ſame Spirit, to guide 
the ſincere humble inquirer in every age of the 
church; to preſerve him from falling into fatal 
miſtakes, and deſtructive errors: the meek will 
he teach his ways; and to this end give his 

holy ſpirit to them who aſk him. _ 
om- In your preparations for yout public work, 
mies W bow neceſſary to look up to God for direction, 
Ines. W that the choice of your ſubject may be adapted 
fd, to the ſtate of your people? This alſo is neceſ- 
us! lary, to direct you in the right management 
e to of it, that you may divide it, ® in ſuch a man- 
ner, that your audience may have their reſpec- 

out tive portion of food. | | 
| Prayer in the cloſet ſhould be as the ſteps; 
me by which you go up into the pulpit, if you 
all expect to find the preſence of there. There 
vill is need alſo of your prayers, that you may ſuc+ 
yer ceed in what you are” going about, Without 
to this, the word preached will be as water ſpilt 
nal upon the ground, which cannot be gathered up 


00. &; again, 
uſt 
ng * Pfal. cxix. 12, 18, 27, 66. t Pfal. cxlv. 18. 


> Job, xxxvi. 22. John xvi; 13. Pfal. xxy. 9. 
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* If you think to ſueceed by your own 

New; addrebs or i y; — coral 
deceive yourſelves: Paul may plant; and Apdl. 
los water, it is God muſt give the jhorcaſe » 
Divine aſſiſtance is beſt obtaiteck on the knee; 


make you ſuperior to the various difficulties 
and trials you may expect. It is the: 
of an Apoſtle, who is ſufficient for ok 
things? But you kiow ftom Whente you 
help muſt come, even from God, through bi kin 
who is the head of all vital Influence 'to his 
church; and who has promiſed; in a particular 
manner, to be with his miniſters; while they 
act according to their commiſſion, to the end 
of the world. Lay then a eloſe ſeige to the 
throne of grace; be frequent, and ferbent in 
this devotional exerciſe: it — male you go 
on in your work with 4 growing pleaſure; 
promote the ſeriouſnes of Goar g own ſpirits; 
and render your inn N une 
and uſeful. en 33% 
5. Laſtly, i * n Ge in 
all, through the mediation; and prevalent in- 
tercefiion of the Lord Jeſus. Chriſt; #92 3/7 
Aſter all the pains you can take, you" can 
ew no merit; your beſt- endeavotirs, and 


moſt careful performances will be attended with 


many weakneſſes, and imperfections; and con- 
ct acceptance, 


ſequently, you are only to expe 


in what you do, through the beloved N - 
w 


* 2 eee 1 1 8 l. 6. 4 2 Cor, i 16. 
Mat. xxviii. 20. * K Eph. i. G. 
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and this aſſiſtance vou will find nebeſſary, to 
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who died: on the craſs, / now lives in the midſt. 

of the throne, as a peayalens anterceſſar, appear- 

ing in the preſence. of God for us. Our 12 
ed Lord, for the ſuffering of death, was crowned 
with glory and honour, and advanced at the 
right hand af God having all power in heaven 
* him ; and where he lives 

to make interceſſion for us. As under the 
goſpel, God bath but one {acrifice. for 
do, that ſhould be of eternal efficacy: ſo there 
is but this one mediator in heaven, to offer up 

our prayers ta God, and to intetcede continu- 
ally for the both of; our perſons, and 
ſervices}: in the vertue of that one ſacrifice, once 
offered for the-redemption af mankind. There 
is one God, and one mediator between God 
and men, the man Chriſt Jeſus, who gave him- | 
ſelf a ranſom; for all.. Wer 

Having therefore ſuch a prevailing advocate, 

with what freedom, and confidence may you 
make your, addreſſes for — mercy, and 
grace to aſſiſt you in your work, and to make 


in you ſucceſsful in it. 

in- Thus, I have endeavoured. to lay before. you 
| ſome things which, I apprehend, are of the 
an greateſt, importance; many more might have 


hd been ſuggeſted ; but, theſe, you will ſupply for 
th yourle}ves, as caſes and circumſtances may ariſe 
u- in the courſe of your miniſtry. From what 
e, has been ſaid it appears, how difficult the work 
Te 11. have undertaken is: but then 2 
10 - 


| t Heb, ix. 24. Heb. ii. 9. Heb. vii. 25. 
2 1 Tim. it. 5. 


encourage il bei 
„1 bY To Bowl 40 AF. £ 1 
moment. Vout einbaffy is to a Wl cs 
en 
once 
ineſtimable value theſe? What an amazing In 
ſoheme has God formed for then happines Wl gage 
Wodld he have ſent his beloved, 'andonly' be- dle 8 
in 


gotten Son into ile world for à triſſe Let ! 
the worth of fogls be further eſtimared from IM died 
the price paid for the redemption, -and'ſalvation. MW b t 
of them: we are redeemed not with corruptible yt 
things as ſiluer, and gold: bat with che pte- 
tious blood of Chriſt. Would he, think pe, 
have died for any thing, not wortludying for 
Conſider further, is there not joy in heaven over 
one ſinner that repenteth?* Are not angels mini- 
tring ſpirits to the heirs of ſalvation? How rea- 
ſonable alſo is it to think, they ſtancb ready to at- 
tend che pious Soul on its depatturè from the 
body, as its convoy through the regions of the 
air to its happy abode; till the mortling of the 
reſurrection, when the body ſhall awake out 
of its grave fleep; and to be reunited to it? 
—Conſider alſo, theſe precious ſouls are 
in danger of being loſt, of being loſt for the 
imaginary pleaſures of ſin, or the trifles of this 
world. This our bleſſed Eord mentions as an 
argument of the greateſt weight; and loſe his 
- 41ſ109 own 


Peter is. Luke av. 7. Hebei 1h 
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own ſoul ; not b putting a Goal end to its 
being; bappy. would it be for the wicked" was 
this to be the caſe; but by its being in 4 ſtate 
of miſery; through the whole period of its 
exiſtence, in a future world; and oh ! What 
can make any amends for a loſt ſoul ? a ſoul 
once loſt is irrecoverably ſo. 
Ia what deſign, in what work can you en- 
more rational, or uſeful ? It is your lauda- 
ble ambition to take part in this miniſtry ; and, 
in Chriſt's, ſtead, to beſeech finners to be recon- 
ciled to God.. The goſpel you are to preach 
is the word of reconciliation, and your miniſ- 
try the miniſtry of reconciliation, This is your 
ace: and — buſines can be more important ?* 
Conſider further, what a kind, and gracious 
maſter; you ſerve, what a mighty Lord you 
obey, what a wiſe leader you follow, in whoſe 
name you ſpeak, and act. You are miniſters 
of Jeſus Chriſt ; and this character ſhould ex- 
cite you to che greateſt diligence and fidelity; 
and encourage you under every hardſhip. The 
EN mediation of Chriſt on earth is ended, 
e is withdrawn, and retired within the vail, 
aſcended to. his father, and our father, to his 
God, and our God; but he has appointed 
his miniſters, in his name, to carry on the 
laving defign, on which he firſt came into the 
world. Let the love of Jeſus then conſtrain - 
you." Does he not deſerve all you can do to 
b tips 
Mat. xvi, MN « SOT: 20. ver. 18. 19. 
* John xx. 17. f 2 Cor. v. 14. 
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8 all your labours, Your tears over loft 


it his honour, and endl Kis = 
pre pn ng Did he not 3 the office 
mediator, that che fruits of "mercy m 


vindicated ; the; 4075 tee if a — 
nitent, pardoned, an the rranſpre ag 
demned ? By the mediatorial 8 N 
the divine attributes art preſetved in thelr 
mony: goddnes appears inexhauftfble, the K. 
vine government venerable, the te eſigns of me- 
cy. accomplitt; ed, the *toftre bf -holines: prefery- 
the riches of face diſplay ed, 'the hond 
0 "the lawgiver afferted, 1080 iſpehied, and 
rg life given, thou: Jeſus Chriſt. "How 
many how deat. the 6b mw ate you under 
0 42 Lord? Thanks Be to God for Jeſus 
th rſt ; but this has been 10 © Wh conſidered 
in me "fermon, E 1 refer” You, ' that] 


der further, F th ſo fur " you ſpeak, 

Wy act l to your commiſſion, - your 

you in all the 
MET of your Work; and ta you thro 

The juſtitutor of poker wall 

a with you ; fit you for ebety pa part of it; 

ſtrengthen you In, and proſpet the ſervice, 


Whatever fearful bee dea you may have, 


als, your moſt fervent prayers, may be 
cn Re he yet the Wie 22 whoſe 
commiſſion you act, can overrule the moſt ob- 
ſtinate ſpirits of men; he can adminiſter to 
ſouls ſuch efficacious grace, that the * 


— 


God. preached {hall proye a. favour. of lifæ unto 
be: be chm, by: the ens of dn Holy 


put, bring the-moſk ſtubborn, and refractory 
1 


God; be can accompany, proſper, and hje(; 
your endeavours to, do good; he can furniſh 
you wich wiſdom, argument, light and Ioye to 
fouls, in ſuch, meaſures, as to make its way, 
through his bleſſing, into the hearts of men: 
if you ſhquld. not meet with all that ſuc- 
es your heartꝭ deſire, yet let this be both your 
lapport, and Encouragement, that yqur. aCCep- 
tance. with God is not to be meaſured by. you; 
ſucceſs ; but according to your, faithfulngs, a 
ntegrity., . Though Iſrael may not be gathered 
yet ſhall yon, as faithful miniſters, be glorious 
in the eyes of the Lord. And ſhine as the 
urs fox capri ever. i ET. 
Conſider further, how ſtrict, how folemn 
the account will be, which you muſt give up 
to that Lord, whoſe miniſters you profels. to 
be. You are now ſtewards ſet over the houſe. 
of God,“ and the order of your Lord is, that 
you be faithful ; but then know the time is 
baſtening on, when he will call on you. for 
a exact account of your ſtewardſhip ;* whe- 
ther the truſt committed to you was faithfully 
licharged. Your Lord when he comes again 
to hold the grand aſſize of the world, will de- 
mand an account of the ſouls committed to 
your paſtoral charge. Let the thoughts of this 


olemn, this joyful day abide with you, as an 


E 2 argu- 
3 lg. Ala. 5. Dan. ix. 17. 
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36 The Exhortation. 
argument, to engage and perſwade yo to ac. 
becoming the dignity of Fo 7 office, and ffn. 
tion in the church of hriſt. Tappy will 
it be for you, if at the appearing of your Lot, 
and at bis tribunal you can fay, it is AD Lord 
as thou haſt commanded! = 
Finally, keep the glorious. WO which 
will certainly be given, to every, faithful mi 
niſter of Jeſus Chriſt, in your view. This was 
the Apoſtle Paul's ſupport, even in the /neareſt 
roſpect. of death, and when he was to ſuffer 
Martyrdom itſelf ; henceforth their is laid up 
for me a crown of righteouſnes, which” the 
Lord the righteous judge ſhall give me at that 
day, If you now ſecure the teſtimony of your 
conſcience, that you have'fincerely endeayoured 
to take heed to your ' miniſtry to fulfil 
it; to behave yourſelves holily, and juſtl, 
Gd unblameably among them who believe! 
and to walk in wiſdom towards them that arc 
without, that God in all things may be glo- 
rifled through Jeſus Chriſt; that you have not 
handled the word of God deceitfully; but, by 
"manifeſtation of the truth, commended your- 
"elves to every man's conſcience, in the ſight of 
'God, be affured this teſtimony will be rat- 
fied, "and confirmed in the great day; ; and when 
the chief ſhepherd ſhall appear, you ſhall re- 
ceive a crown of glory, that fadeth not away. 
In proportion to your fidelity fo will be the de 


g's 


= Luke pus 22, "2 Tim. iv. 8. 
1 The 1Col. iv. 5. 1 Pet. iv. I. 
2 Cor. tt, 1777 
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of your glory; but the betraying ſo great, 

tel a Lay and abuſing ſo IG an 
office will he proportipnably avenged. 5 
Having thus gone through the advices, I 
Lord thought proper to lay before you, my Dear and 
9 Reverend Bret hen; nothing further remains 
for me to do, but to add a few things, in 
which Jam to addrefs myſelf to the people, 
who have choſen you to be their miniſters. 
By what has been ſaid you muſt be apprized 
both of the importance, and difficulty of your 
miniſters work among you; what time, dili- 
gence, and labour is neceſſary to furniſh them 
for it, and to carry them through the ſervice : 
and I perſwade myſelf, I am in the opinion of 
the whole aſſembly, when I ſay, there are vari- 
ous duties alſo incumbent upon you, the chriſti- 
an people: that the deſign of the miniſtry may 
not be defeated ; nor the comfort, and uſefulnes 
of your miniſters, among you, be prevented. 
It is therefore a proper part of the ſervice of 
this day, that I Would be your remembrancer 
in the Lord. Give me leave therefore to be 
your monitor in the few following things. 
1. Permit me to exhort, and intreat you to 
ſubmit, to their miniſterial teaching, and gui- 
dance, ſo far as it is agreeable to the word of 
God. bt jo 991 cc | DO 
A blind ſubmiſſion to their ſentiments, with- 


de- out examining them by the teſt of ſcripture, 
gree far be it from me to recommend. As it is the 


duty of your miniſters to ſearch the ſcriptures, 
for their own direction, both in articles of faith, 
| | and 
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. «theirs; but both they and you muſt herein a& 
for himſelf. This is pd no,meansrinconliſtent 


_ propheſy not unto us right things, ſpeak-unto 


and rules of duty ; ©. it; is equally. your privi 
lege, and your duty. | They have no domi. 


nion over your faith; nor have you'any over 


as | thoſe who muſt give an account, each one 


with your accepting. their help, to lay. the 
foundation of the living temple ; or to build it 
up. With a ſpirit of peace, mecknes, love, 
and in the fear of God, examine the truths, 
from time to time, they. lay before you. Then 
is the miniſtry ufeful, when the important 
purpoſes of it are complied with; . when the 
people learn, and obey the truth, and bring 
f nth the fruits of righteouſnes, | which are by 
Jeſus, Chriſt, unto the praiſe and glory of 
God. It will be your glory, and my car- 
neſt prayer to God is, that it may be your cha- 
rater, to be a growing, and thriving people 
both in the knowledge, and grace of God; 
that your miniſters may have no. juſt reaſon 0 
complain they have ſpent their ſtrength far 
nought,* Receive the word in the loye of it, 
and mix it with faith. Woe, ſays God by his 
Prophet,” to the rebellious children, that will 
not hear the law of the Lord, who ſay to 
the ſeer, ſee not; and to the Prophets 


us ſmooth things, propheſy deceits: get you 
out of the way, turn aſide out of the path, 
cauſe the holy one of Iſrael to ceaſe from be- 


2. Be 


fore us. 
Laa. xxx, 9, 10, II. 


* Phil, i, 11. * Ifa, xlix, 4. 
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ſpirit and diſpoſition 
id every thing that has a t 
Na in upon, or to diſturb the harmony of 
the ſociety. - Let your communion be a com- 
union of love. Let both peace, and purity 
e your Care, as it will be your ornament, and 
trength. How lovely is it to fee all, who pro- 
ſeſs the ſame chriſtian faith, a faith built on the 
word of God, not on human authority, or fal- 
lible deduRtions, and inferences; and who ſtand 
in the ſame relation to the God, and father of 
vs all, live in | beauteggs peace, and concord? 

Live peaceably with all men, - conſiſtent with 
truth, and holines. The religion of Jeſus is 
an utter enemy to a wrathful, boiſterous ſpirit, 
which ſo often is productive of manyevil works. 
An unpeaceable ſpirit is the fruit, and effect of 
arnality. Ve are yet carnal, ſays 'the Apoſtle b. 
For whereas there is among you envying, ſtrife, 
and diviſions; are ye not —1 Variance, emula- 

| tion, aud ſtrife are reckoned among the works of 
it the fleſh *, When quarrels ariſe what indecent 
his paſhons afually follow, evil furmiſes, cruel 
vill animoſities, ſhame ful reflections, and multiplied 
4 ſcandals to the great dichonour of that | 
ets name by which we are _ Our bleſſed Lord 
to law fit to make a peacea EI the ſubject 
4 of one of ks lbeaticaties*,” Such a ſpirit — 
b, 
e- 
e 


bles God himſelf, in his amiable des of 
goodnes, and love; it is a bleſſing to itſelf, and 
all about it. In the heavenly world nothing 
but love, peace, and harmony is to be met 

with: 


100 ih, 3. © Gal, v. 40, 20, 21, * Mat. v. g. 
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grounds to ſuſpect the errand, , on which they 
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with: it is ſaid when a good man dies,. he en- 
ters into peace; and ſurely then it muſt, follow, 
that a furious ſpirit is quite unſit for theſe re. 
gions. This alſo will be 4 ſtom the 
example of our bleſſed Lord him f. WBO al- 
ways , cultivated this A 5; 1 the 
antient propheſy be es jp Mas exaäly 
fulfilled, that he ſhould not ſtove. por Cy, 
neither ſhould any man hear, his yoice, ig the 
ſtreets o; he went on in his great Work Without 
noiſe, ' or contention. . £}-,0 $45:44144b 

If any thing ſhould. happen to ruffle,” or dif. 
compoſe, ſtop it in the beginning. A litde fire 
may kindle up very deſtructiye, and devouring 
flames, which at firſt might caſily have been 
iſhed... That bailing is moſt likely to 
ſtand, where all the parts of it are well, cemented 

and that church to be edified, where 

all the members of it are united in the bonds 
love, and peace. 

3. Maintain a juſt wage and eſteem for, your 
miniſters. * 

Conſider the relation. in hieb they fand to 
you; and the ſervice in which they, are employed 
among you. A flight here will give too juſt 


come, is not acceptable. Eſteem them highly 
in love for their works fake ©. c Let the 1h 
who rule. well be counted worthy of double ho- 
nour ; eſpecially they who. labour in the word, 
and doctrine. * Receive them in the Lord; - and 


_ them! in reputation. BY 
| The 


. Mat. xii. 19, © 1 Theſſ. v. 12, 13. 1 Tim. v. IJ. 
Phil. ii, 29. E 


The f Exhor tation. | 41. 
The people's affection to their miniſters is 
bighly valuable, both as it is a fign of the ac- 
eptablenes of their miniſtrations; and greatly 
acourapes hope of ſucceſs. $039 b 

4 Be of a perſwadable diſpoſition, and eaſy 
to be intreated. ? l ets 

This is oppoſed to pride, and obſtinacy, where 


7 the vo argument is of any weight; but ſuch a per- 
15 ſerſenes of ſpirit, that the more endeayours are 
ed to perſuade, the more a ſullen obſtinacy ap- 
dc. pears: a perverſenes that nothing will ſatisfy, 
e lie This temper was very evident in the conduct of 


he Jews, who found fault with John baptiſt, 


5025 becauſe his habit, and converſation was too 
ly to rough, and ſevere; and yet our Saviour could 
en bot pleaſe them, tho' he was of a quite different 
here WI {per more free, eaſy, and converſible: our 
ds of WI dieſfed Lord therefore compares them to chil- 


dren who were playing in the market, and 
pleaſed with neither mourning nor dancing“. 
There is an eaſines of temper which is a crimi- 

4 to WM nal weaknes; a fort of fillines eaſily impoſed upon, 
and ſeduced: there is not firmnes, or ſtrength 
of mind, either to withſtand a temptation ; or 
hey 0 g0 on in a regular courſe of piety. What- 
bly WI ever good reſoluions are formed, perſons of this 
ers MW character are not maſters of them; bur are eaſily 
bo- prevailed upon to act counter to them all. 
The temper I would here recommend is, a 
d perſwadable diſpoſition to come into every rea- 

ſonable, and prudent meaſure to promote the 
he glory of God, and the Redeemer. To a good 

an 05. "8 man 
* Jam, lil, 17. Luke vii. 32, 


42 The Exhortation! _ 
man it is always enough to determine his conduct 
to make it appear, What is moſt Hiltelyto pro 
mote teal religion; there is no need of a long 
debate to engage him in the ſeryice, - on ever 

Jer occaſion; his generous ſoph deſpiſeth all 


the little excuſes, narrow and ſordid; minds are 
ready to make; and with the greateſt chearful. 
nes contributes all in his power towards it 
Should your miniſters,” at any time, meet with 
dtifficulties, or diſcoura ts in their work, 
be teady to aſſiſt them with your 


counſels 
and intereſt. As in other ſocieties, ſo I fear 


in yours, there may be ſome peeyiſh, and 
perverſe humours, which may occaſion ſome 
trouble and uneaſines; groundles ſuſpicions, and 
untes ſonable jealouſies may be: rajſed;- either 
agaipſt them, or ſome of their fellow memben 
countehance no ſuch irregularities ; hut be eaſily 
engaged in any proper methods to | an 
miſchief threatened, _ . 

This perſwadable temper alſo implies in it 
a readines to depart from every evil courſe upon 
a conviction of it. It is an argument of a 
mind amazingly hardened, and ſtupid, that 

can go on in the ways of fin and, folly, in 
oppoſition to the ſtrongeſt arguments that 
can be offered againſt it. This ſhews an in- 
corrigible temper. Wiſdom o the ear to 
inſtruction ; diſpoſes to attention; the counſtk 
of reaſon, and religion are yeilded to; and what BY ing 
is juſtly cenſurable is amended. Should your mi- 
niſters find it neceſſary, to reprove any of you 


for 2 085 walking; do not be angry with On 
them; 
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dem; hut eaſilhy intreated to abandon forbidden, 
dorderly paths. Faithful, friendly. reproofs 
xe the reproofs of life. It is the Proper cha- 
ater of a fool to defpile. inſtruction; give 
aſtruction to a wiſe man, and he will be 
ſiſer. 

3. Give all fitting ehcouragement to your 
miniſters, nes vs to your abilities. 

Are they not devoted — your ſervice? have 
they not expended a good ſhare of their worldly 
eroumſtances, in acquiring the neceſſary furniture 
forit ? Let him that is taught in the word, com- 
nunicate unto him that teacheth, in all good 

* even ſo hath the Lord ordained, that 
they who ;preach the goſpel, ſhould live of the 
goſpel; if therefore the miniſters of Chriſt 
have ſown unto you ſpiritual things, is it a great 
thing, if they ſhall reap your carnal things.“ 
but I chuſe rather no more to inſiſt on this, 
laſt ſome ſhould ſuggeſt we ſeek only yours, 
but leave it to the readines of your own minds. 

6. Laſtly, let your fervent prayers be made 
for your miniſters. Pray for yourſelves, pray 
for them, It is the deſire of an Apoſtle, * I 
y, in doubt not many a prayer, put up in the 
that i cloſet for them, receives an anſwer from the 
in in- pulpit. As all fitnes for the miniſterial work 
ar toy muſt come from God, fa muſt all ſucceſs in 
unſeb it: all will be in vain without the divine bleſſ- 
what Wl ing. For your own fake, for the comfort 


r mi- and 
f you 
with Pro. xv. 31. » Prov. i. 7. Prov. ix. 9. 


Gal. vi, 6, II Cor. ix. 13,14 Ver. 11, 
zem; * x Thel, v. 25. 


and advantage of your miniſters be often on th 
. knee'before' the throne of grace; and bear them 
upon your heart. Many prayers they offer for 
ky you; many tears they ſhed on your account; 
great is the concern they have on their ſpirit 
for your preſent, and eternal welfare; and 
mould you not in your moſt ſerious hours 
file a prayer in the court of heaven for them 
To concluade, my hearts deſire and prayet 
to God both for miniſters, and people is, that 
you may be every way a bleſſing to euch other: 
and that in the great day you may all rejoice 
together; and each of your miniſters ſtand up 
at the head of a numerous company of con- 
verts, here am I, and the fouls, which through 
grace, I have been inſtrumental in forming, for 
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a never ending ſtate of happiness. 
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* 2 of Religions Liberty Litre Nene and 115 
liſclaimed: 1 an in, To" 
þ is 54 a Preface and Wirt explaming ſome im- 
500 Natural and. Revitaled Religion Sede. 


. ions on Human 258. A Serriigh prenched in St. 

uns on ror s-Day, fur the Benefft of the Cha- 
U Schoollin. Gravel- Lane Southwark. January 1, 1743. 

God's Promiſes the Comfort and — his People 
hen of Danger: A Ser i prerched nat CirETZLaes 
a Account of the Rebellion i in — and other threat- 
ug Calamities. Oct. 30, 1 

. De Death 9 Mol 7 ene, and inp rei. A 
&mon on Occafion of 1 Death of that Eminent Faith- 
W and Vo 2 ol Jeſus Chriſt, Dr. Samuel Wright.” : 
April. 20, 174 

ö Nabe Gratitude dur” for National Miri, he 
Mattel ing Setmon at Perth Surry, on Occafion/ of! 
te total Defeat of the Rebell. Oct. g, 1746. 

b. The Paſtoral Care. A* Sermon at the Oraihation 
'f the Rey, Mr. Pope and MF. Whittel, Leather. Lane 
Hatton Garden. Oct. 30, 1746. 
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1. A Prafficel Cn of kehr GREEK Toxcus,' 
herein all the Rules are expreſſed, in Engiifh 3: eſtabliſhed; 
won Rational Principles and Claffical Authorities, with: A 
age Explanation of Elliptical Conſtructions; and a parti- 
ulr Account of Diale&——To which is added a Noc A- 
WLARY. containing amangſt. other things, one. Lift of 
Anomalous - Verbs; and another of all the: Verbs of the 
New Teftament; Collected from the moſt learned Ma- 
ſers, &c, with three Indexes, and large Notes, inſerted 
In their proper Places. 

2. A Practical Grammar: of the LATIN Tong VE; 
Wherein all the Rules are expreſſed, in Engliſh ; eſtabliſhed 
won Rational Principles, and Claſfical Authorities, . with 
large Explanation of Elliptical Conſtructions, and 
the various Uſes of the Prepoſition. To which 
s added a Vocabulary containing amongſt other things 


i Lift of Verbs, ſimple and compound——of 3 
an 


"ne oss wa 122 21 10 
| Collected from the moſt learned Maſeg 
and A wore > "On! in their 


| Goda are drawn up on the 
' where it could be, and deſigned as Gramm 
Commentaries, for the A of Scholars in th; 1 
Claſſes ; or Gentlemen who * revive. their / 
tance with either Language. 
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1. The. Pray er of King hoſhaghat coufilre 
ed 10 the 2 the 3 a e 


aunton, December 18, 1745. On Occaſion of ht 
4 lick Faft. The Second 2 Thomas Amary, Pricel 
41 2. The Regulation of Diverſions; deſigned: 1ngip 
por the Benefit of young Perſons. Printed in the Year 17 
5 The * 3 8 By: Henry Grove, Price 44 
= 1:4 riendly Monitor ; or three Sermons, point 
out ſome of. thoſe Errors and Im ME in the- oy 
of Chriſtians, by which they leſſen both their own Rep 
tion and that of Religion, he Third Edition. By. 
Grove, Price 14 

-4- A.-Sermon preached Oder 9. Beinn: ih Day 
pointed for a general Thankſgiving to Almighty God} | 
the 'Buppreſſion of the late unnatural Rebellion, 
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e 25 "Ot Gee Afar in the Neu. 

% three Lertert; ; in which a Separation from the 
liſhment is fully juſtified; the Charge of Schiſim is e 
and retorted ; and -the Church of "England and the Oh 
750 Chrift are impartiaſy compared, and ſet in 
and found to be Cotiſtitutions of a quite ditter 
Nature. Third Edition. Printed for R. Hett at ti 
ee e Fre 64. 12 Ln 
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